
Dear Friend,

The crisis in our country stimulates us to call together a three-day meeting of trusted fellow organizers of grass-roots anti-racist, anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist, anti-state repression, women’s and LGBTQ liberation, labor and environmental movements. The purpose would be to renew old acquaintances and to make new ones, to strategize about the present moment, and to see if we could offer something drawn from our collective experience to the current national discussion about how to resist this fascist government. We are cognizant of the many forms of resistance that are now taking place and don’t presume to have all the answers. Most of those who have signed this letter are veterans of earlier social struggles but we need to hear from those engaged in more recent resistance movements. We believe this generational cross-fertilization could yield rich insights. 

Think of it as a way to energize us for the challenges ahead. The dates are June 9-11 with travel days on the 8th and 12th. We  hope you will come! If you cannot make the in-person event, but want to participate, we will plan to have you Zoom into the meeting.  We will gather at Oberlin, Ohio, with its rich anti-slavery history. 
We take heart from the large mass protest rallies, occasional electoral victories, and courageous local resistance efforts against today’s masked MAGAmadmen. The perils are not new. In the 1850s, abolitionists rescued runaways from armed federal marshals who enforced the Fugitive Slave Clause of the Constitution and the Fugitive Slave Act. The armed free community at Christiana successfully protected runaways from capture.
In the 1950s, courageous Californians, many of them inspired by Woody Guthrie’s 1948 song “Plane Wreck at Los Gatos,” protected immigrants from the Eisenhower government’s Operation Wetback mass deportation dragnet. In 1979 some of us built a sanctuary network on college campuses to hide Iranian students from the Carter administration’s deportation threats. During the Reagan years, many of us sheltered and transported Central American refugees to safety in sanctuary churches. If we unite our efforts and share them with a wider audience in some form, perhaps our collective experience in building social-justice networks could serve to strengthen and embolden more people to resist.

On the international front, we need to build a future rooted in world peace, environmental sustainability, and international harmony, not on militarism, provocation, and conquest. Our collective lifetimes as antiwar, anti-nuclear activists embody lessons that could imbue today’s mass movements with the fortitude not to be misdirected by escalating military threats from Washington, Moscow, NATO, and Beijing.

Our experience in building solidarity with African and Central American liberation movements and the anti-apartheid freedom struggle in South Africa are more pertinent than ever in building solidarity with those suffering from U.S. foreign policy abroad.

We will be sending out a more detailed message in the near future with the draft of an agenda as well as logistical information. We are open to anyone’s constructive suggestions on how to improve the agenda or to give it greater focus. We estimate that the most desirable format should allow three full days for meetings, relaxed breaks, meals, appropriate entertainment, and free time to become re-acquainted, with travel days before and after. If you know of one or two trusted comrades you feel should be invited, please let us know and we will send them the invitation. We are not planning for a huge gathering, but rather, one that can be productive. 

When some of us gathered in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana more than four decades ago, Jim Dunn and Reverend Frederick Douglass Kirkpatrick sang Kirk’s song “One More Time”— We can do it, and we’ve got to, one more time. Let us come together and do it, one more time.

In Solidarity,             
Cornel West, Sheila D. Collins, Ken Lawrence, Ron Chisom, Prexy Nesbitt, Dan Buford, Renny Golden, Mary Ann Corley, Diana Dunn
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

RSVP:  Please let us know of your interest in this event by returning the following form.

______Count me in.   ______I can contribute $_________ toward the event. Checks should be made out to Ken Lawrence who is handling all of the arrangements with the college.
______I cannot come but would like to participate electronically.

______I cannot come but am willing to contribute $___________so that others can come. Checks should be made out to Ken Lawrence who is handling all of the arrangements with the college.
______I am not interested. 

PLEASE RSVP EITHER BY EMAIL OR SNAIL MAIL TO EITHER OF US BY APRIL 4: 

Sheila D. Collins, sheiladreanycollins@gmail.com.  65 Rockland Pl., New Rochelle, NY 10801

Ken Lawrence, apsken@aol.com. PO Box 98, Spring Mills, PA 16875

