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“The political and scholarly importance of 
The Southern Key can hardly be overrated. 

Michael Goldfield’s empirically thorough 
and theoretically reflexive work convincingly 

argues that the failures of southern labor 
during the 1930s and 1940s are essential 

for understanding everything else that has 
happened since, in the US, and therefore also 

in the world at large.” 
 — Marcel van der Linden, International 
Institute of Social History, Amsterdam

30%
OFF!

The golden key to understanding the last 
75 years of American political development, 
the eminent labor relations scholar Michael 
Goldfield argues, lies in the contests between 
labor and capital in the American South during 
the 1930s and 1940s.

Features
•	 Includes analysis of previously unexamined 

archival material from dozens of southern 
archives

•	 Uses historical analysis to make 
theoretically compelling claims about 
contemporary US politics

•	 Offers an extremely interdisciplinary work, 
utilizing political science, economics, 
sociology, race studies, labor history, and 
southern history


