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Resource Guide
Election 2016 And Beyond

A Supplement to the Election Curriculum Series 
Consisting of:

Organizing on Shifting Terrain

The Right, the Far Right and the Rise of Donald Trump

The U.S. Electoral System and Progressive Electoral Strategy

Neoliberalism and Inequality
What Is Neoliberalism: A Brief Definition for Activists

Arnoldo Garcia and Elizabeth ‘Betita’ Martinez, National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights: 
http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=376

Income Inequality: Facts and Trends

A Project of the Institute for Policy Studies:  
http://inequality.org/income-inequality/

The American Middle Class is Losing Ground

Pew Research Center:  
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2015/12/09/the-american-middle-class-is-losing-ground/

The Rising American Electorate and  
How Different Sectors Vote 
The Rising American Electorate

The Voter Participation Center:  
http://www.voterparticipation.org/our-mission/the-rising-american-electorate/

The 2016 Electorate Will Be the Most Diverse in U.S. History

Pew Research Center:  
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/02/03/2016-electorate-will-be-the-most-diverse-in-u-s-his-
tory/
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How Different Groups Voted, 1976-2012

The Roper Center for Public Opinion Research, Cornell University:  
http://ropercenter.cornell.edu/polls/us-elections/how-groups-voted/how-groups-voted-2012/

African American Voters: The Overlooked Key to 2016

The Cook Political Report: http://cookpolitical.com/story/8666

The Increasingly Important Asian-American Vote, in Five Charts

Nia-Malika Henderson, The Washington Post:https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/
wp/2014/10/07/the-increasingly-important-asian-american-vote-in-5-charts/

Showing Their Strength: Women of Color an Undeniable Force Among American Voters

Maya L. Harris, Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress http://www.huffingtonpost.com/maya-l-
harris/women-of-color-an-undeniable-force-voting_b_6101224.html

Voting Rights

The Gutting of the Voting Rights Act Could Decide the 2016 Election

Ari Berman, Senior Contributing Writer for The Nation:https://www.thenation.com/article/the-gutting-of-
the-voting-rights-act-could-decide-the-2016-election/

Six Major GOP Voting Restrictions Have Been Blocked in Two Weeks

Ari Berman, Senior Contributing Writer for The Nation: https://www.thenation.com/article/5-major-gop-
voting-restrictions-were-blocked-in-10-days/

Latino Voters at Risk: Assessing the Impact of Restrictive Voting Changes in Election 2016

NALEO Educational Fund: https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/naleo/pages/233/attachments/
original/1462976324/Latino_Voters_at_Risk_7.pdf

Decline of U.S. Global Power 
America’s Days as a Global Superpower Are Numbered. Now What?

Michael T. Klare, The Nation; https://www.thenation.com/article/americas-days-global-superpower-are-
numbered-now-what/

12 Signs America Is on the Decline, Jill Hamburg Coplan, Fortune Magazine: http://fortune.
com/2015/07/20/united-states-decline-statistics-economic/
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The Right and the Far Right
The Remarkable Republican Takeover of State Legislatures, in One Chart

Chris Cillizza, Writer at The Fix, a Daily Weblog of the Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.
com/news/the-fix/wp/2015/03/04/the-remarkable-republican-takeover-of-state-legislatures-in-1-chart/

Right-Wing Populism in America: Too Close for Comfort

(Extensive Website with On-Line Resources, Updates and Background Material related to the book of 
the same title) 
Chip Berlet and Matthew N Lyons: http://www.rightwingpopulism.us/

Hate Map: 892 Hate Groups Are Currently Operating in the U.S. 

Southern Poverty Law Center: https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map

‘Trumping’ Democracy: Right-Wing Populism, Fascism and the Case for Action 

Chip Berlet, Political Research Associates: http://www.politicalresearch.org/2015/12/12/trumping-
democracy-right-wing-populism-fascism-and-the-case-for-action/#sthash.vlQxMNvN.dpbs

Who Supports Trump? A Massive New Study Debunks a Widespread Theory for Donald 
Trump’s Success 

Max Ehrenfreund and Jeff Guo, The Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/
wp/2016/08/12/a-massive-new-study-debunks-a-widespread-theory-for-donald-trumps-success/

The U.S. ‘Winner-Take-All’ Electoral System 
The Winner-Take-All Problem

FairVote: Program for Representative Government 
http://archive.fairvote.org/?page=107	

Winner-Take-All vs. Proportional Representation

FairVote: Program for Representative Government 
http://archive.fairvote.org/factshts/wta-va.htm

What Is Proportional Representation and Why Do We Need This Reform?

Douglas J. Amy, Mount Holyoke College: 
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/polit/damy/BeginnningReading/whatispr.htm
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Trump and the Last 40 Years of Mobilizing White Racial 
Resentment
Voices from Donald Trump Rallies, Uncensored

Ashley Parker, Nick Corasaniti and Erica Berenstein, The New York Times: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/04/us/politics/donald-trump-supporters.html

The GOP Reaps the Whirlwind: Racism, Nativism, Xenophobia - and Donald Trump

Richard North Patterson: Best-Selling Novelist: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-north-patterson/the-gop-reaps-the-whirlwi_b_10718800.html

Open Letter to Donald Trump’s Campaign

Rev. Dr. William J. Barber III, President, North Carolina NAACP 
http://www.commondreams.org/views/2016/07/05/open-letter-donald-trumps-campaign

Notes on the Election

Linda Burnham, Longtime Activist, Currently Senior Advisor at the National Domestic Workers Alliance: 
http://www.organizingupgrade.com/index.php/strategylabs/2016-elections/item/1020-notes-on-the-
election

How the Southern Strategy Made Donald Trump Possible

Jeet Heer, Senior Editor at the New Republic:https://newrepublic.com/article/130039/southern-strategy-
made-donald-trump-possible

Trump’s Anti-Muslim Rhetoric Is Fueling More Islamophobic Incidents

Yara Bayoumy, Reuters:http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/donald-trump-islamophobia_
us_57687474e4b015db1bca5fb4

Polarization, Instability and the Changing Republican and 
Democratic Party Coalitions
American Politics Has Reached Peak Polarization

Lee Drutman, Senior Fellow in the Program on Political Reform at New America: 
http://www.vox.com/polyarchy/2016/3/24/11298808/american-politics-peak-polarization

“The white ethno-nationalist party which Trump has brought out of the shadows and mobi-
lized is now and will continue to be the Republican party...”

Josh Marshall, Talking Points Memo: 
http://talkingpointsmemo.com/edblog/the-gathering-storm--2
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Atari Democrats

Lily Geismer, Jacobin: 
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/02/geismer-democratic-party-atari-tech-silicon-valley-mondale/

Bernie Sanders Is (Still) the Future of the Democratic Party

Matthew Yglesias, Writer about Politics and Economics at Vox:  
http://www.vox.com/2016/4/20/11466376/bernie-sanders-future-democrats

Inside/Outside Strategy to Defeat Trump and Strengthen the 
Social Justice Movement for the Long Haul
The Sanders Endorsement and the Political Revolution

Robert Borosage, The Campaign for America’s Future: 
https://ourfuture.org/20160713/the-sanders-endorsement-and-the-political-revolution

Why Progressives Need a National Electoral Strategy – and Fast

Bill Fletcher, Jr. Senior Scholar with the Institute for Policy Studies and the Author of  
“They’re Bankrupting Us” – And Twenty Other Myths about Unions”: 
http://www.alternet.org/election-2016/why-progressives-need-national-electoral-strategy-and-fast

Time for a Tea Party of the Left (and Why Third Parties Fail)

Waleed Shahid, Working Families Party: 
http://www.organizingupgrade.com/index.php/strategylabs/2016-elections/item/1042-time-for-a-tea-
party-of-the-left-and-why-third-parties-fail-by-waleed-shahid

The Battlelines Are Drawn: Rightwing Neosecession or Third Reconstruction

Bob Wing, Social Justice Organizer and Writer since 1968: 
http://portside.org/2015-07-20/battlelines-are-drawn-rightwing-neosecession-or-third-reconstruction

I Support Hillary Clinton. So Should Everyone Who Voted for Me

Bernie Sanders, U.S. Senator from Vermont: 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-sanders-message-20160805-snap-story.html

Additional References: Articles and Essays 
Bernie and Beyond

Peter Olney, retired Organizing Director, ILWU: 
http://portside.org/2016-04-16/bernie-and-beyond-2016
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Trump Proves Obama Hate Was Never About Obama’s Ideas

Jonathan Chait, Writer for New York Magazine: 
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2016/08/trump-proves-republican-obama-hate-was-never-about-
ideas.html

A Propagator of Race Hatred and Violence

Josh Marshall, Editor, Talking Points Memo: 
http://talkingpointsmemo.com/edblog/a-propagator-of-race-hatred-and-violence

Trump, Racism and the Left in 2016

Max Elbaum, longtime racial justice and peace activist, author of “Revolution in the Air: Sixties Activists 
Turn to Lenin, Mao and Che”: 
http://www.organizingupgrade.com/index.php/strategylabs/2016-elections/item/1037-trump-racism-and-
the-left-in-2016-by-max-elbaum

Can Hillary Clinton End the Southern Strategy Forever?

Steve Phillips, Former President, SF Board of Education; co-founder, PowerPac+: 
https://www.thenation.com/article/can-hillary-clinton-end-the-southern-strategy-forever/

“Rigged Election”? Donald Trump Is Trying to Undermine the Democratic Process Itself 

Josh Voorhees, Slate: 
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_slatest/2016/08/02/trump_s_rigged_comments_are_the_most_
dangerous_thing_he_s_said_yet.html

Between Accommodation and Abstention: Progressives and the Democratic Party in the Gen-
eral Election and Beyond

Glenn Perusek, Longtime Strategic Researcher and Campaign Planner for International Labor Unions, 
Community Groups and Political Campaigns 
http://stansburyforum.com/between-accommodation-and-abstention-progressives-and-the-democratic-
party-in-the-general-election-and-beyond/

This Machine Turned Colorado Blue.  Now it May Be Dems’ Best Hope to Save the Senate

Andy Kroll, Mother Jones: 
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2014/10/colorado-udall-hickenlooper-senate-democracy-alliance

Where Do We Go From Here?

Ethan Young, Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung: 
http://www.rosalux-nyc.org/where-do-we-go-from-here/
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Donald Trump’s Candidacy Is Going to Realign the Political Parties

Lee Drutman, Senior Fellow in the Program on Political Reform at New America: 
http://www.vox.com/polyarchy/2016/3/1/11139054/trump-party-realignment

Roots and Rot:  Dodging the Blame for Donald Trump

Adam Gopnik, The New Yorker: 
http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/roots-and-rot-dodging-the-blame-for-donald-
trump?intcid=mod-yml

How Trump Happened

Jamelle Bouie, Chief Political Correspondent for Slate: 
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/cover_story/2016/03/how_donald_trump_happened_
racism_against_barack_obama.html

Exposed:  How the Right’s State-Based Think Tanks Are Transforming U.S. Politics

Frederick Clarkson, Political Research Associates: 
http://www.politicalresearch.org/2013/11/25/exposed-how-the-rights-state-based-think-tanks-are-
transforming-u-s-politics/ - sthash.ZRRFwrm8.fAOMbjm6.dpbs

The Great White Hype: No One Is Energizing the White Working Class, Not Even Donald 
Trump

Zaid Jilani, the Intercept: 
https://theintercept.com/2016/08/10/the-great-white-hype-no-one-is-energizing-the-white-working-class-
not-even-donald-trump/

Crush Trump! Build Our Movements! Analysis, Strategy and Tactics for 2016

Freedom Road Socialist Organization  
http://freedomroad.org/2016/08/crush-trump-build-our-movements/

Talking Points for DSA’s Electoral Work between May and November 2016

National Political Committee, Democratic Socialists of America: 
http://www.dsausa.org/dsa_s_electoral_work_between_may_and_november_2016

Unity Can Defeat Trump: New Dangers and New Opportunities

John Bachtell, National Chair, Communist Party USA: 
http://www.cpusa.org/article/unity-can-defeat-trump-new-dangers-and-new-opportunities/

Working Families Party Announces Endorsement of Hillary Clinton

Working Families Party: 
http://wispolitics.com/index.iml?Article=376474
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How to Take Action: We Will Move $10 Million from TV Ads to Grassroots Vote Work in 2016

Movement 2016: 
http://movement2016.org/

Additional References: Books 
Brown Is the New White: How the Demographic Revolution Has Created a New American 
Majority

Steve Phillips, Former President, SF Board of Education; co-founder, PowerPac+: 
http://www.brownisthenewwhite.com/

The Primary Route: How the 99% Takes On the Military Industrial Complex

Tom Gallagher, Former Massachusetts State Legislator: 
https://www.amazon.com/Primary-Route-Military-Industrial-Complex-ebook/dp/B012HHKGAC#nav-
subnav

Give Us the Ballot: The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in America

Ari Berman, Senior Contributing Writer for The Nation: 
http://ari-berman.com/give-us-the-ballot/

Who Is Hillary Clinton: Two Decades of Answers from the Left

Edited by Richard Kreitner, Introduction by Katha Pollitt, The Nation: 
https://www.thenation.com/who-is-hillary-clinton/

Additional References: Data
The Ever-Growing Gap: Without Change, African-American and Latino Families Won’t Match 
White Wealth for Centuries

Chuck Collins, Dedrick Asante-Muhammed Josh Hoxie and Emanuel Nieves, Institute  
for Politic Studies: 
http://www.ips-dc.org/report-ever-growing-gap/

The Diversifying Electorate – Voting Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin in 2012 and other Re-
cent Elections) 

U.S. Census Bureau: 
 https://www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/p20-568.pdf

A Deep Dive Into Party Affiliation: Sharp Differences by Race, Gender, Generation, Education 

Pew Research Center: 
http://www.people-press.org/2015/04/07/a-deep-dive-into-party-affiliation/
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https://www.amazon.com/Primary-Route-Military-Industrial-Complex-ebook/dp/B012HHKGAC%23nav-subnav
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2012 Presidential Vote Breakdown by Race, Gender, Age and More

CNN: 
http://www.cnn.com/election/2012/results/race/president/#exit-polls

“Seventy-two percent of registered Republican voters still doubt President Obama’s citizen-
ship...”

NBC News:    
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2016-election/poll-persistent-partisan-divide-over-birther-
question-n627446

Trump Is in Fourth Place Among Black Voters

Harry Enten, FiveThirtyEight: 
http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/trump-is-in-fourth-place-among-black-voters/
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